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Elijah Watt Sells 
E L I J A H W A T T SELLS was born at 
Muscatine, Iowa, March 1, 1858. 
He is the son of the late honorable Eli-
jah Sells, who held many government offi-
ces, among which were Third Auditor of 
the Treasury and Auditor of the Treasury 
for the Post Office Department under Pres-
ident Lincoln. 
He was educated in the public schools 
of Des Moines, Iowa, and Baker Univer-
sity, Baldwin, Kansas. 
Mr. Sells' early accounting experience 
was gained in connection with various rail-
road lines as general bookkeeper and trav-
eling auditor. He subsequently was cash-
ier, paymaster and general bookkeeper of 
the Chicago, Clinton, Dubuque and Minne-
sota Railroad, now a part of the Chicago, 
Milwaukee and St. Paul System; auditor of 
the Oregon Improvement Companies; as-
sistant comptroller of the Kansas City, Fort 
Scott and Memphis Railroad; secretary 
and auditor of the Colorado Midland Rail-
way. During this period and immediately 
following, he was engaged frequently by 
other corporations to make special exam-
inations of their accounts and to introduce 
new accounting systems, work much in the 
nature of public accounting. On two occa-
sions he made trips to New York for con-
ferences relative to entering the public ac-
counting field. 
In 1893, Mr. Sells joined the late 
Charles Waldo Haskins in effecting, under 
the auspices of the Joint Commission of the 
Fifty-third Congress, with a view to ex-
pediting the public business, a revision of 
the accounting system of the United States 
Government. 
Mr. Sells is the only person, so far as 
is known, who has ever been accorded offi-
cial recognition through an act of Con-
gress as an expert accountant. This was 
done by the Fifty-third Congress, at the 
conclusion of his labors in connection with 
the governmental accounts. 
In 1895, Mr. Sells entered into co-
partnership with Mr. Haskins, under the 
style of Haskins & Sells. 
Mr. Sells was for two terms, 1906 and 
1907, President of the American Associa-
tion of Public Accountants. 
He is a certified public accountant under 
the laws of the respective states of New 
York, Missouri, Ohio, Colorado, Pennsyl-
vania, Maryland, Illinois, Oklahoma and 
Louisiana; and a member of the various 
state societies. He is also a member of 
the council and the executive committee of 
the American Institute of Accountants. 
Mr. Sells has always been keenly inter-
ested in education for the profession, be-
lieving such education essential, and was 
instrumental, with Mr. Haskins, in found-
ing the New York University School of 
Commerce, Accounts and Finance. 
New York University, in 1916, con-
ferred upon Mr. Sells the honorary degree 
of Doctor of Commercial Science. Dr. 
George Alexander, Acting Chancellor, in 
conferring the degree said: "Elijah Watt 
Sells—for pre-eminence in a department of 
human effort in which the prime essentials 
are accuracy and truth; for the prevision 
which prompted you to secure for accoun-
tancy academic recognition; for distin-
guished service rendered to local govern-
ments, and especially to the Government 
of the United States, both at home and 
abroad,—I confer upon you, by authority 
of New York University, the degree of 
Doctor of Commercial Science." 
Baker University, in 1909, conferred 
upon Mr. Sells the honorary degree of 
Master of Arts. 
In 1908, Mr. Sells was engaged to in-
vestigate the financial system of the Philip-
pine Islands under Governor - General 
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Forbes, and at such time made a trip 
around the globe. 
Mr. Sells was active in the organization 
of the American Institute of Accountants 
and the creation of the endowment fund 
of the Institute, the purpose of which is 
to afford a means of collecting and dissem-
inating information relating to accounting 
and accountancy. 
Mr. Sells is the author of a number of 
papers on various subjects, among which 
are "Corporate Management Compared 
with Government Control"; "Certified 
Quarterly Statements Advocated for Cor-
porations"; "Cost Accounting for Agricul-
tural Implements and Vehicle Manufactur-
ers"; "Publicity of Financial Affairs of 
Corporations"; "Advertising as a Business 
Asset"; "Advertising; an Investment or an 
Expense"; "The Accounting Profession; 
Its Demands and Its Future"; and "A Plan 
for International Peace." 
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